
American Coke and Coal Chemicals Institute
1255 Twenty-Third Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037-1174 (202) 452-1140 FAX: (202) 833-3636

June 9, 1992 BY HAND DELIVERY

Mr. Michael Shapiro
Deputy Assistant Administrator for Air and Radiation
Room 937 West Tower
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
401 M Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460

Re.: New Source MACT Standard for Coke Ovens

Dear Mr. Shapiro:

The American Coke and Coal Chemicals Institute (ACCCI) is a nonprofit
trade association representing merchant producers of metallurgical coke
(both furnace and foundry coke); integrated steel producers; coke sales
agents; producers and processors of chemicals derived from the
distillation of coal and coal tar (i.e., coal chemicals); and, suppliers to
these various producers and processors. The ACCCI Coal Chemicals
Committee which I chair represents the coal chemicals industry, which
includes seven tar refining companies operating 14 plants nationwide
that use crude coal tar produced exclusively at coke by-product recovery
plants to produce many valuable products and chemical feedstocks such
as coal tar pitches, creosote oils, and refined chemical oil.

My Committee has learned through ACCCI that your Agency is
considering a new source MACT standard that would effectively
preclude the construction of new by-product coke plants, our industry's
only source of crude coal tar. As this would reduce or eliminate domestic
tar supplies available to the industry and potentially force the shutdown
of some or all domestic tar refining plants, we greatly oppose the
proposed standard, and request that your Agency revise the
proposal to allow the use of by-product recovery technology in new
coke batteries.

Limited tar supplies due to reduced coke plant operations in the U.S. are
already forcing the coal chemicals industry to import significant amounts
of crude coal tar from foreign by-product recovery plants. The new
source MACT standard being considered would worsen this situation by
eliminating the potential for new by-product recovery plants to replace
existing plants forced to shutdown by the stringent existing source
standards the EPA is considering.
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Furthermore, as the new source standard set by the Agency will most
certainly influence other countries in their adoption of coke oven
standards, the impact of such a standard could eventually be magnified
such that even foreign supplies are inadequate to meet the industry's
needs. And the resulting shortage would not only impact our industry,
but also our customers, who would face shortages of the valuable
products and feedstock materials they require to continue operating.

Impacted customers would include the aluminum industry, the
nonresidential roofing industry, the wood treating industry, and the
chemical industry. The aluminum industry relies on coal tar pitch as a
principal raw material, using about 10 pounds of coal tar pitch to
produce 100 pounds of aluminum metal. The non-residential roofing
industry uses coal tar pitch as a long-lasting roofing product. Creosote
oils produced in the refining of crude coal tar are used by the wood
treating industry in the pressure treating of railroad ties, utility poles,
and marine pilings. Chemical oil, another product from the refining of
crude coal tar, is refined to produce numerous raw material feedstocks
for the chemical industry.

As you can see, the potential impacts associated with the new source
MACT standard being considered are significant, and I would be
pleased to discuss them with you at your convenience. Please call me
at 215-694-7019 should you desire to discuss the issue or if you have
any questions.

Sincerely

Andrew J. Hutchinson, Chairman
ACCCI Coal Chemicals Committee

cc: John S. Seitz, EPA-OAQPS
Bruce Jordan, EPA-OAQPS
C. Douglas Bell, EPA-OAQPS
Amanda Agnew, EPA-OAQPS
Fred Dimmick, EPA-OAQPS
Maricruz, MaGowan, EPA-OPPE
G. Howard Collingwood, Allied-Signal, Inc.
John J. Windfelder, Aristech Chemical Corporation
William J. Jennings, Crowley Tar Products Company, Inc.
Donald N. Sweet, Koppers Industries, Inc.
John C. Craun, Reilly Industries, Inc.
Joseph B. Card, Western Tar Products Corporation
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